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known at once in the provinces of Spain, Gaul, and Africa.
Every educated man in the West knew the names of the
great writers of the East, of the leading men of science, pro-
fessors, and philosophers. In spite of the use of two languages
the culture of the empire became more and more uniform.
Italy was still the main centre of literary production. The
East had not yet had time to recover from the injuries of the
civil wars, though even there signs of a renascence were
observable. One of the chief men of letters of the time was
Dion, a native of Bithynia, an orator, philosopher, and
politician; he was surnamed Chrysostomos or ' Golden-
mouthed', and took an important part in resisting the
tyranny of Domitian. But the West produced a regular
succession of great poets and prose writers. Seneca, the tutor
of Nero, poet, philosopher, and publicist; Persius, the
satirist; Lucan, the author of an epic poem on the Civil
war, put to death by Nero ; Petronius, another victim of
Nero, though once a favourite, an elegant and witty writer
and a keen observer of daily life—all these were eagerly read
throughout the empire. The chief poets of the Flavian
period, Martial the epigrammatist and Statius the writer of
epic, began to be famous. This literature belongs entirely
to the present: it depends upon the topics of the day or often
of the hour; it avoids serious and abstruse subjects, except
philosophy; it portrays the seamy side of life, but shrinks
from all profound investigation of social and moral questions ;
it is lively, elegant, perfect in form, and completely adapted
to the taste of its readers. Of the historical literature of this
period, which expressed the temper of opposition pervading
the higher classes, we unfortunately know hardly anything,
because it was almost all destroyed by the blind anger and
exaggerated fear of the rulers. Yet the echo of it is still
audible in many a page of Tacitus. Tacitus, a great historian
with a profound knowledge of human nature, has left us
a wonderful gallery of characteristic portraits—the emperors,
the members of their families, and the most prominent figures
in the high society of the first century. Tacitus is the last
great Roman writer. His style, trenchant, brilliant, and
tormented, reflects faithfully the feelings of the high senatorial
class to which he belonged.
In art also, especially in the great imperial architecture
initiated by Augustus, there was a great development in this
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